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Present:		Mike Sprott, Dist. 1			William Hudson, Dist. 3 (arrived 5:31 p.m.)
		     (Vice Chair, Acting Chair)		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2			Wes Woodard, Dist 5
		Ralph Segars, Dist. 7				

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director			Julie Ritz, Planner I
Paula Newton, Planner III

Absent:		Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair)		Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6

Guests:		Ken Evans, Contractor			Carolyn Williamson, Developer/Owner
Joannie Galloway, Contractor 		Yolanda Williamson, Developer/Owner

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

I.  CALL TO ORDER – Acting Chairman Mike Sprott called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, January 16, 2018, at 5:30 p.m. (amended February 16, 2018)

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –November 21, 2017.    Acting Chairman Sprott called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, November 21, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  Acting Chairman Sprott called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Wes Woodard to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 17, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None
VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None

XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS – Acting Chairman Sprott called for these agenda items.

· Yolanda Williamson / Carolyn Williamson requesting to split lot 2A in a subdivision

Staff stated that this subdivision was a family subdivision of 25 lots that was approximately 30+ years old, as it was done in the 80’s.  Staff did not find any restrictive covenants on file, and that some of the properties had 2, maybe 3 homes on them.  Staff stated that owners Yolanda and Carolyn Williamson wish to split the property for tax purposes, so that each would be responsible for their own portion of the taxes.  Staff stated that during the planning phase when the plat was presented that staff and owners had a conversation about placement of septic tanks and drain fields, and that they shared a driveway on the private road known as Jett’s Way.

Acting Chairman Sprott asked how two residences were allowed on this lot.  Staff stated that there were no restrictions, and several other lots out there have multiple residences that were developed over a long period of time.  Acting Chairman Sprott asked if the fire department was affected.  Staff stated that the parent lot was an existing lot and the homes were already there, the fire department had not been consulted.  Staff stated that if the Commission wished, they could be contacted.  Chairman Sprott asked if there were any physical changes, Staff responded no.  The Commission did not indicate that the Fire Department should review.

Acting Chairman Sprott asked the pleasure of the Commission:  A motion was made with a second, and there was further discussion.

Commissioner William Hudson asked for clarification why more than one home was allowed on a lot, as that was not allowed in his subdivision.  Staff responded that in certain subdivisions and in certain areas of the county that was not allowed, but that in this case no Restrictive Covenants or Deed Restrictions were found after extensive research.  Staff also had a conversation in the office with Ms. Yolanda Williamson, and she stated that she was not aware of any restrictions, either.  Staff stated the original developer, Mr. Knotts, back in the 80’s split the lots out and they were developed a little at a time.  Over a very long period of time, the residences were added and the private road was extended.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to GRANT a Variance from DSO 7.9.1.2, an established subdivision, to allow a split of one of the lots for tax purposes.  Motion carried unanimously. 

· Chad Galloway requesting to split lot 29 in a subdivision.

Acting Chairman Sprott stated that Chad Galloway was requesting to split lot 29 in a subdivision.  Staff introduced Mr. Galloway’s wife, as he could not make it.  Staff directed the Commissioners to the attachment associated with this request.  This subdivision is located on the southwesterly side of W BoBo Newsom Hwy, approximately 1172 feet north of the main entrance to Carolina Pines Hospital.  This existing subdivision plat shows the proposed split on this lot, which is at the entrance of the subdivision, creating a line from east to west making a north lot and a south lot.   Both lots would be on Harley Circle.  

Commissioner Frankie Jernigan stated that he represents this area, and he had gotten a lot of feedback from people who live in the area.  He stated that he was told there are covenants in this existing subdivision.  His motion was one to deny the request.

Acting Chairman Sprott called for more discussion.  There are 52 lots on the subdivision plat recorded at plat book 33 page 13.  Acting Chairman Sprott asked if most of the lots were already developed.  Commissioner Ralph Segars responded yes, and Commissioner Jernigan confirmed that approximately ¾ (or more) of the subdivision is developed.  Commissioner Jernigan stated he did not know the whole story but that some of the lots have had trouble selling.  Mrs. Galloway responded that some of the lots in the back will not perc, so that part of the subdivision has not been developed.  Commissioner Jernigan stated that there have been some lots where houses have been developed recently.  He stated the concerns of the neighborhood had to do with the look of the entrance.  Mrs. Galloway stated they had built houses in the 1400 to 1500 square foot range on several of the lots, which were on a little less than half-acre lots, and that this lot was a larger lot that most of the subdivision.  Mrs. Galloway stated that her husband felt like the lost was a little large for that type of home.  Commissioner Jernigan stated that this lot was approximately ¾ of an acre, and Commissioner Segars asked if the request was to split ¾ of an acre.  Mrs. Galloway responded yes.  

Acting Chairman Sprott called for more discussion.  Hearing none, he called for a vote on the motion. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner William Hudson to DENY a Variance from DSO 7.9.1.2, an established subdivision, to allow a split of one of the lots for expansion purposes:  No split for this lot is allowed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

· Ken Evans requesting to reconfigure three lots in a subdivision.

Acting Chairman Sprott stated that this variance request is to reconfigure three lots in an existing subdivision.  He asked Staff for clarification of the location being in the same subdivision as the previous request.  Staff confirmed.  Staff introduced Mr. Evans.  Staff provided a copy to the Planning Commission, as it was not included in the original packet.  Staff stated that Mr. Evans only wants to reconfigure the lots, that he is not changing or adding any lots.  Staff stated that E-911 Addressing still needed to be consulted to make sure that there are addresses available for this reconfiguration.  The original configuration had two lots fronting W BoBo Newsom, and one lot on Harley Circle.  The Developer is requesting the reconfiguration to allow access off of Harley Circle.    

Commissioner Jernigan asked if entrance could be obtained off of W BoBo Newsom.  Ken Evans responded that he could get access for the original lot configuration off of W BoBo Newsom but was concerned about the safety of entering and exiting on E BoBo Newsom, which is a 4-lane highway.  Mr. Evans stated that when the subdivision was originally developed, W Bobo Newsom was only a two-lane road, but now it is 4-lanes.  He felt that the reconfiguration would make it safer for the homeowners to have their driveway on Harley Circle.

Commissioner Jernigan asked staff if they had everything they need.  Staff responded that if the variance request was approved, they would check with E-911 Addressing to see if addresses were available on Harley Circle.  Mr. Evans reiterated he was not adding or taking away, just reconfiguring the lots.  

Acting Chairman Sprott asked Staff about the existing layout for the subdivision plat.  He asked if the 4 or 5 lots fronting W Bobo Newsom Hwy were considered part of the subdivision.  Staff confirmed.  He stated he owns lots 3, 4 & 5. 

Commissioner Jernigan asked the sizes of the lots after reconfiguration that lots 3 & 4 would be around ¾ of an acre and lot 5 would be a little less.  Commissioner Jernigan stated he did not know enough about it to make a judgment.  He stated that it was swapping 3 lots for 3 lots.  Acting Chairman Sprott stated that there were houses on 1 and 2 already and asked where their driveways were located.  Mr. Evans stated that Lot 1 has a W Bobo Newsom address and Lot 2 comes off of Harley Circle.  Commissioner Jernigan confirmed with the sketch plan on the aerial provided by Staff.  Commissioner Jernigan stated he didn’t see a problem.  

Acting Chairman Sprott asked the pleasure of the Commission.  Commissioner Jernigan asked if the configuration request was denied if the developer would not be able to build one house.  Mr. Evans stated he could still build a house on each lot, and that he had permission from SCDOT for the driveways.  Commissioner Jernigan asked again about the advantage of reconfiguring the lots.  Mr. Evans stated that he was just trying to make it safer for the homeowners.  Commissioner Segars asked for clarification on the reconfiguration that all driveways would come off of Harley Circle, and Mr. Evans confirmed.   Both Commissioners Segars and Jernigan stated they did not see a problem with the concept.

Acting Chairman Sprott called for a motion. Staff requested that the motion include a basis of available addresses.  There was no more discussion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to GRANT a Variance from DSO 7.9.1.2, an established subdivision, to allow a reconfiguration of lots for safety reasons, allowing driveways off of Harley Circle, instead of E Bobo Newsom Hwy, providing that there are enough E-911 Addresses available.  Motion carried unanimously. 

XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None
XIII. OOLD BUSINESS - None
XIV. NNEW BUSINESS – None
XV. SSTAFF REPORTS - None

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS 

No motions made.  Information only.

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan
to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at 5:47 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously.

At the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, February 20, 2018, the Darlington County Planning Commission APPROVED WITH CHANGES the minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 16, 2018.  Chairman Chad White was absent from these proceedings and Acting Chairman Mike Sprott opened the January meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.

